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The tentative schedule of lectures below also includes the list of assigned readings. All articles
are from the Journal of Economic Perspectives. They are available as .pdf files through the
University Library’s website. From any University computer, follow this protocol:

1. Access the Library website at http://ucblibraries.colorado.edu/.
2. Click on “Title” in “search Chinook Classic”.
3. Enter “journal of economic perspectives” in the adjacent field.
4. Click on “Journal of Economic Perspectives (Online)”.
5. Click on “Full-text available from AEA”.
6. Locate the desired article.

Additional readings may be assigned at my discretion.

Tentative course schedule:

Lecture
Date number Lecture title, readings and assignments

I. The Measurement of Inequality

12 January 1. Introduction

14 January 2. Simple inequality measures

Banerjee, Abhijit and Esther Duflo (2008) “What is middle class
about the middle classes around the world?”, Journal of Economic
Perspectives, Vol. 22, No. 2, Spring, 3-28.

19 January 3. Lorenz curves and Gini coefficients

II. The Macroeconomics of Distribution

21 January 4. The effects of growth on inequality

Autor, David (2015) “Why are there still so many jobs? The history
and future of workplace automation”, Journal of Economic
Perspectives, Vol. 29, No. 3, Summer, 3-30.

26 January 5. The effects of inequality on growth
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15 March 18. Consumption inequality

Jorgenson, Da



12 April 23. Preferences for redistribution and feasible redistribution

Diamond, Peter and Emmanuel Saez (2011) “The case for a progres-
sive tax: From basic research to policy recommendations”, Journal of
Economic Perspectives, Vol. 25, No. 4, Fall, 165-190.

Bonica, Adam, Nolan McCarty, Keith T. Poole and Howard Rosenthal
(2013) “Why hasn’t democracy slowed rising inequality?”, Journal of
Economic Perspectives, Vol. 27, No. 3, Summer, 103-124.

 
V. Discrimination  and anti-discrimination  policies

14 April 24. Race, ethnicity and the economics of identity

19 April 25. The discriminatory instinct

Essay on Inequality and the American Model, Harvard Business
School Case No. 9-703-025, is due.

21 April 26. Discrimination in labor markets: Models, measurement and policy

Darity, William A. Jr. and Patrick L. Mason (1998) “Evidence on
discrimination in employment: Codes of color, codes of gender”,
Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 12, No. 2, Spring, 63-90.

Blau, Francine D. and Lawrence M. Kahn (2000) “Gender differences
in pay”,  Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 14, No. 4, Fall, 25-46.

Heckman, James (1998) “ Detecting discrimination”, Journal of
Economic Perspectives, Vol. 12, No. 2, Spring, 101-116.

Fryer, Roland G. Jr. and Glenn C. Loury (2005) “Affirmative action
and its mythology”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 19, No. 3,
Summer, 147-162.

 
26 April 27. Housing segregation and its progeny: School busing, Fair Housing

and environmental racism

Ladd, Helen F. (1998) “Evidence on discrimination in mortgage
lending”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 12, No. 2, Spring,
41-62.
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in which students express opinions.  I am happy to discuss any issues of individual or group5

treatment in office hours or by appointment.

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering
to this institution’s policy regarding academic integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication,
lying, bribery, threatening behavior and assistance to acts of academic dishonesty are
examples of behaviors that violate this policy. Ordinarily, a student engaged in any act of
academic dishonest will receive a failing grade for the course. In addition, all incidents of
academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor C
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