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Economic History of Europe 
Economics 4514 

 
Course Syllabus and Reading List  

 
Professor Carol H. Shiue  
Office: Economics 206B Phone: 492-5169 
Office Hours: MWF 11-12 and by appt.                                             Email: shiue@colorado.edu  
 
Objectives of the course: 
 
This course examines the transformation of European economies from a circumstance in which 
Malthusian population pressure on resources was the dominant historical force to one in which the 
growth of population and income per-capita has become the norm for industrialized countries. This 
transformation, covering the period from roughly 1200-1900, marks one of history’s great changes, yet 
the underlying causes of the process are not completely understood. This course aims to provide both 
historical perspective and experience in the application of economic analysis to major issues. The 
topics of the course divide into three chronological and logical sections. The first examines the 
preconditions of European economic development, paying particular attention to the demographic, 
technological and institutional changes that supported growth. The second section focuses on the 
Industrial Revolution in England and Europe, asking what exactly it was, how can it be measured and 
who benefited? The third examines the establishment, or not, of modern economic growth in other 
European economies. The examination of these themes will comb22.07 uropecs ta1 T benefitedcenefiid26g8C The thi2si.24 Tw p
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Group Presentation: 
 
You will be in a group of 3-4 and be responsible for a 25 minute presentation of a journal article from 
the reading list.  This presentation will be followed by questions on your article from the class and 
from Professor Shiue. You will know the date and article for your presentation by the mid-September.  
Prior to your presentation, each group may schedule an optional organizational meeting with Professor 
Shiue.  On the day of the presentation, each group will hand in a six page written assessment of the 
article and a one-page handout for the class.  The six page assessment will briefly summarize the 
article, and place the article in context and discuss its strengths and weaknesses.  
 
Examinations: 
 
There will be two examinations. The midterms will be an in-class, closed book exam, scheduled for 
October 3 and November 7.  Midterms will ask for short answers on analytical questions. The final 
will be a take-home comprehensive exam and will ask you to assess articles from the course in an 
essay response.  The final will be posted by Friday December 5 and due in my office no later than 
Monday, December 15 at 1 pm.  All final examinations must be double spaced and typed.  
 
Attendance: The success of this class depends in large part upon your participation. This in turn 
requires you to do the readings and show up on a consistent basis because you cannot participate if you 
don’t show up.  I will factor your attendance as part of the class participation grade.    
  
Policy on Late Work: NO makeup examinations for missed exams and NO late papers will be 
accepted. If you miss the midterm or group presentation due to an emergency, you must present 
adequate documentation of the emergency or your grade for that exam will be zero.  
 
Honor Code: Cheating and plagiarism are academic offenses and any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will be sanctioned. If there is any person in 
the class who is uncertain about what constitutes either cheating or plagiarism, he/she should consult me the University of Colorado Catalog. In addition, 
obtaining material from “pre-written” sources is definitely considered an academic offense!  Department policy regarding disabilities and religious 
holidays is given on the first page of the course site <

http://www.colorado.edu/Economics/courses/Fall


http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/exeh.1997.0673


 4

Weeks 5 and 6 
• Debraj Ray, 



http://www.jstor.org/view/00220507/di975689/97p0075n/0?currentResult=00220507%2bdi975689%2b97p0075n%2b0%2cFFFFBF07&searchUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fsearch%2FBasicResults%3Fhp%3D25%26si%3D1%26Query%3Dreputation%2BAND%2Bcoalitions%2Bin%2Bmedieval%2Btrade
http://www.jstor.org/view/00220507/di975689/97p0075n/0?currentResult=00220507%2bdi975689%2b97p0075n%2b0%2cFFFFBF07&searchUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fsearch%2FBasicResults%3Fhp%3D25%26si%3D1%26Query%3Dreputation%2BAND%2Bcoalitions%2Bin%2Bmedieval%2Btrade
http://www.jstor.org/browse/00220507
http://www.jstor.org/browse/00220507/di975689
http://www.jstor.org/search/BasicResults?Search=Search&Query=aa:%22Jeffrey%20G.%20Williamson%22&hp=25&si=1
http://www.jstor.org/view/00220507/di975668/97p1230f/0?currentResult=00220507%2bdi975668%2b97p1230f%2b0%2cFFFFFF07&searchUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fsearch%2FBasicResults%3Fhp%3D25%26si%3D1%26Query%3DWilliamson%2Bwhy%2Bwas%2Bbritish%2Bgrowth%2Bso%2Bslow
http://www.jstor.org/view/00220507/di975668/97p1230f/0?currentResult=00220507%2bdi975668%2b97p1230f%2b0%2cFFFFFF07&searchUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jstor.org%2Fsearch%2FBasicResults%3Fhp%3D25%26si%3D1%26Query%3DWilliamson%2Bwhy%2Bwas%2Bbritish%2Bgrowth%2Bso%2Bslow
http://www.jstor.org/browse/00220507
http://www.jstor.org/browse/00220507/di975668

